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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Commerce § 1.23 

determined by the Director with re-
spect to each such item or service—Ac-
tual Cost 

(l) For processing and retaining any 
application abandoned pursuant to 
§ 1.53(f), unless the required basic filing 
fee (§ 1.16)has been paid—$130.00 

(m) For processing each payment re-
fused (including a check returned ‘‘un-
paid’’) or charged back by a financial 
institution—$50.00. 

(n) For handling an application in 
which proceedings are terminated pur-
suant to § 1.53(e)—$130.00 

[56 FR 65153, Dec. 13, 1991, as amended at 57 
FR 38195, Aug. 21, 1992; 57 FR 40493, Sept. 3, 
1992; 59 FR 43741, Aug. 25, 1994; 60 FR 20222, 
Apr. 25, 1995; 60 FR 41022, Aug. 11, 1995; 61 FR 
39588, July 30, 1996; 61 FR 43400, Aug. 22, 1996; 
62 FR 40453, July 29, 1997; 62 FR 53183, Oct. 10, 
1997; 63 FR 67580, Dec. 8, 1998; 65 FR 33455, 
May 24, 2000; 65 FR 49195, Aug. 11, 2000; 66 FR 
39450, July 31, 2001] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 69 FR 35451, June 
24, 2004, § 1.21 was amended by revising para-
graph (a), effective July 26, 2004. For the con-
venience of the user, the revised text is set 
forth as follows: 

§ 1.21 Miscellaneous fees and charges. 

* * * * * 

(a) Registration of attorneys and agents: 
(1) For admission to examination for reg-

istration to practice: 
(i) Application Fee (non-refundable)—$40.00 
(ii) Registration examination fee 
(A) For test administration by commercial 

entity—$200.00 
(B) For test administration by the 

USPTO—$450.00 
(2) On registration to practice or grant of 

limited recognition under § 11.9(b) or (c)— 
$100.00 

(3) For reinstatement to practice—$40.00 
(4) For certificate of good standing as an 

attorney or agent—$10.00 
(i) Suitable for framing—$20.00 
(ii) [Reserved] 
(5) For review of decision: 
(i) By the Director of Enrollment and Dis-

cipline under § 11.2(c)—$130.00 
(ii) Of the Director of Enrollment and Dis-

cipline under § 11.2(d)—$130.00 
(6)–(9) [Reserved] 
(10) On application by a person for recogni-

tion or registration after disbarment or sus-
pension on ethical grounds, or resignation 
pending disciplinary proceedings in any 
other jurisdiction; on application by a person 
for recognition or registration who is assert-
ing rehabilitation from prior conduct that 
resulted in an adverse decision in the Office 

regarding the person’s moral character; and 
on application by a person for recognition or 
registration after being convicted of a felony 
or crime involving moral turpitude or breach 
of fiduciary duty; on petition for reinstate-
ment by a person excluded or suspended on 
ethical grounds, or excluded on consent from 
practice before the Office.—$1,600.00 

* * * * * 

§ 1.22 Fees payable in advance. 
(a) Patent fees and charges payable 

to the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office are required to be paid in 
advance; that is, at the time of re-
questing any action by the Office for 
which a fee or charge is payable, with 
the exception that under § 1.53 applica-
tions for patent may be assigned a fil-
ing date without payment of the basic 
filing fee. 

(b) All fees paid to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office must be 
itemized in each individual applica-
tion, patent, or other proceeding in 
such a manner that it is clear for 
which purpose the fees are paid. The 
Office may return fees that are not 
itemized as required by this paragraph. 
The provisions of § 1.5(a) do not apply 
to the resubmission of fees returned 
pursuant to this paragraph. 

[68 FR 48288, Aug. 13, 2003] 

§ 1.23 Methods of payment. 
(a) All payments of money required 

for United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office fees, including fees for the 
processing of international applica-
tions (§ 1.445), shall be made in U.S. dol-
lars and in the form of a cashier’s or 
certified check, Treasury note, na-
tional bank notes, or United States 
Postal Service money order. If sent in 
any other form, the Office may delay 
or cancel the credit until collection is 
made. Checks and money orders must 
be made payable to the Director of the 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office. (Checks made payable to the 
Commissioner of Patents and Trade-
marks will continue to be accepted.) 
Payments from foreign countries must 
be payable and immediately negotiable 
in the United States for the full 
amount of the fee required. Money sent 
to the Office by mail will be at the risk 
of the sender, and letters containing 
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money should be registered with the 
United States Postal Service. 

(b) Payments of money required for 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office fees may also be made by credit 
card. Payment of a fee by credit card 
must specify the amount to be charged 
to the credit card and such other infor-
mation as is necessary to process the 
charge, and is subject to collection of 
the fee. The Office will not accept a 
general authorization to charge fees to 
a credit card. If credit card information 
is provided on a form or document 
other than a form provided by the Of-
fice for the payment of fees by credit 
card, the Office will not be liable if the 
credit card number becomes public 
knowledge. 

[65 FR 33455, May 24, 2000] 

§ 1.24 [Reserved] 

§ 1.25 Deposit accounts. 

(a) For the convenience of attorneys, 
and the general public in paying any 
fees due, in ordering services offered by 
the Office, copies of records, etc., de-
posit accounts may be established in 
the Patent and Trademark Office upon 
payment of the fee for establishing a 
deposit account (§ 1.21(b)(1)). A min-
imum deposit of $1,000 is required for 
paying any fees due or in ordering any 
services offered by the Office. However, 
a minimum deposit of $300 may be paid 
to establish a restricted subscription 
deposit account used exclusively for 
subscription order of patent copies as 
issued. At the end of each month, a de-
posit account statement will be ren-
dered. A remittance must be made 
promptly upon receipt of the statement 
to cover the value of items or services 
charged to the account and thus re-
store the account to its established 
normal deposit. An amount sufficient 
to cover all fees, services, copies, etc., 
requested must always be on deposit. 
Charges to accounts with insufficient 
funds will not be accepted. A service 
charge (§ 1.21(b)(2)) will be assessed for 
each month that the balance at the end 
of the month is below $1,000. For re-
stricted subscription deposit accounts, 
a service charge (§ 1.21(b)(3)) will be as-
sessed for each month that the balance 
at the end of the month is below $300. 

(b) Filing, issue, appeal, inter-
national-type search report, inter-
national application processing, peti-
tion, and post-issuance fees may be 
charged against these accounts if suffi-
cient funds are on deposit to cover such 
fees. A general authorization to charge 
all fees, or only certain fees, set forth 
in §§ 1.16 to 1.18 to a deposit account 
containing sufficient funds may be 
filed in an individual application, ei-
ther for the entire pendency of the ap-
plication or with a particular paper 
filed. An authorization to charge fees 
under § 1.16 in an international applica-
tion entering the national stage under 
35 U.S.C. 371 will be treated as an au-
thorization to charge fees under § 1.492. 
An authorization to charge fees set 
forth in § 1.18 to a deposit account is 
subject to the provisions of § 1.311(b). 
An authorization to charge to a deposit 
account the fee for a request for reex-
amination pursuant to § 1.510 or § 1.913 
and any other fees required in a reex-
amination proceeding in a patent may 
also be filed with the request for reex-
amination. An authorization to charge 
a fee to a deposit account will not be 
considered payment of the fee on the 
date the authorization to charge the 
fee is effective as to the particular fee 
to be charged unless sufficient funds 
are present in the account to cover the 
fee. 

(c) A deposit account holder may re-
plenish the deposit account by submit-
ting a payment to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. A pay-
ment to replenish a deposit account 
must be submitted by one of the meth-
ods set forth in paragraphs (c)(1), (c)(2), 
(c)(3), or (c)(4) of this section. 

(1) A payment to replenish a deposit 
account may be submitted by elec-
tronic funds transfer through the Fed-
eral Reserve Fedwire System, which re-
quires that the following information 
be provided to the deposit account 
holder’s bank or financial institution: 

(i) Name of the Bank, which is Treas 
NYC (Treasury New York City); 

(ii) Bank Routing Code, which is 
021030004; 

(iii) United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office account number with the 
Department of the Treasury, which is 
13100001; and 
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